
“Here I Stand! 
  I Can Do No Other!”  

FEBRUARY 2017 
MANIFEST 

Hymn-along &  
Beer Tasting 
7pm Friday,  

February 24, at  
Epiphany L C 

 
It has been said that Martin Luther 
enjoyed music more than any other 
subject in school. And that he also 
appreciated good beer. Join us at 
7pm on Friday, February 24 for a 
Fourth Friday celebrating both... in 
moderation and in good company.  

While hard for a Lutheran to fathom, 
before Luther’s time, congregations 
apparently rarely spoke, let alone sang 
during a church service. Yet, Luther 
contributed over 30 hymns to the  
lexicon, most notable among them  
"A Mighty Fortress is Our Lord." Join us 
around the piano, as we celebrate this 
and other favorite hymns, while 
tasting the Trappist ales that are most 
similar to what Luther would have 
imbibed, as well as other styles of beer 
that we now enjoy. 

For planning purposes, please  
contact Leo Bruederle at 
leo.bruederle@mac.com, or 
303-903-6504, or at church, if you 
are able to attend.  Plan to bring an 
appetizer and/or beverage to share 
— hymnals, Trappist ales, and root 
beer will be provided. 

“Whoever drinks beer, he is quick 
to sleep; whoever sleeps long, does 
not sin; whoever does not sin, enters 
Heaven! Thus, let us drink beer!”  

Martin Luther 

"SIN BOLDLY, BUT BELIEVE AND 

REJOICE IN CHRIST EVEN MORE 

BOLDLY". Martin Luther, 1519 

 We are the "500 planning team" and over the last month, we have designed a 
series of events and activities to properly celebrate the 500th anniversary of the 
Protestant Reformation.  To celebrate Martin Luther's spiritual and leadership 
journey offers all of us a unique opportunity to honor the legacy of a remarkable 
man, but also become reminded of his courage and tenacity in the face of almost 
insurmountable odds.  All of this will culminate in a magnificent German dinner 
and celebration scheduled for October 29th, Reformation Sunday. 

Our team is guided by four objectives for the commemoration:  How do we  
crystallize and reenergize what it means to be a Lutheran?   Who is Martin Luther 
and the world in which he lived?  How did one man accomplish so much?  How 
do we reform ourselves as Lutherans going forward?  You have already been  
introduced to the depiction of the DOOR (upon which legend tells us Martin  
Luther nailed his public challenge to the Roman Catholic hierarchy).  It is a fitting 
symbol for the initiation of a very bold journey. 

Please stay tuned for announcements regarding upcoming events, and join us in 
making this historically significant and profound spiritual journey together. 

Anne Breeden, Leo Bruederle, Tanner Ehmke, Pastor Libbie Reinking, Ron Rinkle, 
Jody Smith and Lothar Vasholz 

Should be your mantra when it comes to deciding 
if you will join in the 500 Anniversary celebrations 
or not.  Throughout the year until Reformation 
Sunday on October 29th, 2017, the 500 Anniversary 
team has planned a variety of events in honor 
and recognition of our life together as Lutherans.  
From Beer Tasting to Prayer Vigils with our Catholics 
brothers and sisters, we will re-acquaint ourselves 
with our inner Luther, celebrate and perhaps  

challenge our heritage, and be re-formed for work in the world today, 500 years later.  
The following is a list of proposed upcoming events.  More details will be provided as the 
event approaches.  If you have ideas you’d like to share or want to help with any of the 
events, let anyone on the team know! 

Sundays in January + February: Worship themes on 95 Theses and Luther’s 
main thesis. 

Friday, February 24th, 6:30pm, Location TBD: Beer Tasting and Hymn Along. 
Wednesdays in March and April, 6:30pm: Soup Suppers, Worship Reflections 

on the Catechism 
   Sunday, March 19, 3:00pm:  ELCA/Roman Catholic Joint Prayer Service    
                                                         @Bethany Lutheran Church 

    Sunday, April 23, 29, May 7:  Adult Forum: Luther and His World  



A Message From Pastor Libbie Reinking 

Council Members 
Tanner Ehmke  - 

Susan Hahn  -          303-726-0214 
   President 

Debbie Johnson -      303-980-4445 
Kevin Lash  -            303-883-6007 
   Secretary 

Rusty Morris  -          720-545-5349 
Aidan Schlue  -         720-280-8199 
Dace West-Schlue - 720-934-1066 

Russ Pierce  -         303-451-6381 
  Financial Secretary   
Stacey Appelt  -       720-936-1314 
  Treasurer 2 

2/12 Mark & Martha Moe, 45 

2/14 Leo Bruederle & Ron Rinkle, 17 

2/12  Mo Molberg 

2/13  Vicki West 

2/20  Lothar Vasholz 

2/22  George Adian Phd. 

2/22  Eddie DuVall 

2/28  Patrice Davis 

FEBRUARY 2017 

COUNCIL CORNER 
 - A message from the Prez 

Always Being RE:Formed 
Martin Luther contended that everyday we are being reformed.  We die to 

sin daily and are washed anew, ready to greet the new day as blessed and 
forgiven.  But do you believe it? When you were baptized, the minister 
reached over you and drew a sign with oil on your forehead and said, “You 
are marked with the cross of Christ forever!” But do you believe it? 

Mark and I just began reading a book with our weekly reflection group by 
Henri Nouwen entitled, “You are my Beloved.”   His premise is that we are all 
chosen by God and we are beloved.  There’s nothing we can do to earn 
“beloved-ness,” nor is there anything we can do to lose our “beloved-ness.” 
But do you believe it? 

Luther did.  But it took him a long time to get there.  He suffered greatly in 
his feeling of inadequacy; in his own sense of unworthiness.  Until the Spirit 
through scripture revealed to him that in his unworthiness, he was made 
worthy. He learned that he is a child of God, made in God’s image.  But because 
of sin in the world, he fell short of the glory of God (unworthy).  Yet here’s 
the part that he wouldn’t let go of: reconciling his understanding of who God 
is – the Beloved, and who he was in God, the beloved (worthy)…until he  
experienced Grace:  that no matter what, God loved Luther and God loves 
each of us.  So do you believe it?  Here is a God who loves us so much that 
God daily re-forms us into the likeness of God – the Beloved.  He starts us 
over.  Like a new lump of clay. A beloved lump of clay.   

In light of the recent turn of events in our nation in response to immigration 
and refugees, this message of being loved unconditionally must ring out loud 
and clear.  In our hearts. In our homes. In our streets. In our churches.  In our 
synagogues. In our work places. In our shcools.  With friends.  With strangers.  

Why?  Because the truth is that we are all beloved.  The do-gooder.  The 
arrogant.  The wealthy.  The poor.  The advantaged.  The underserved.  The 
proud.  The self-rejected.  The thief. The giver. The healthy.  The sick. The fed. 
The hungry.  The sheltered.  The unsheltered.  The righteous.  The unrighteous. 
The immigrant.  The native. The refugee. The nationalist.  The Christian. The 
Muslim.  God calls us all “Beloved.”  

And in our beloved-ness, we are called to be-love for one another.  Just as 
God loves us, we are to love and welcome one another. Walk with one  
another.  Hold one another accountable. Suffer with one another. Rejoice 
with one another. Be re:formed with one another.  Daily.   

As daily re:formed children of God, may God grant us the courage to know 
we are beloved and to be-love.  

Pastor Libbie 

As the political scene rages on in  
frequently divisive rather than unifying  
fashion, I encourage you to connect with 
the ELCA which advocates for or against 
pending statutes, regulations, policies, and 
other decisions that are likely to help (or 
harm) those who suffer from financial need 
and other vulnerable populations; that  
encourage good stewardship of our  
environment; and that allow all to have  
religious freedom. Doing this is simple by 
signing up for emails from the “ELCA  
e-Advocacy Network.”     

I have been guilty of complaining about 
federal and state policy yet doing nothing. 
Instead, I now do “something” by at least 
keeping abreast of the issues and signing 
online petitions for causes in which I believe. 
Once they have your contact information, it 
usually takes one click of the mouse to put 
your name on a petition. You can also receive 
the Rocky Mountain Synod’s e-newsletter 
“e-Connection” which provides extensive 
information regarding what is going on in 
the Synod as well as in the ELCA around 
the world. When I am feeling most  
discouraged, it is heartening to see what 
the church is doing locally and around the 
world, and to know that our donations  
contribute to those efforts.  

Your 2017 Church Council is excited 
about upcoming events especially our plans 
for goal-setting and planning for Epiphany’s 
future! We realize it has taken awhile, but 
your CAT Surveys (remember those?) and 
the cottage meetings are being used to 
establish goals and create action plans. 
Leadership training for Council will be  
underway on January 29, 2016.  
Congregational adult forums around your 
own gifts and interests are happening for 
three consecutive weeks in February. The 
Reformation 500 team is in full swing, is 
planning interesting, educational and fun 
events for us, and is even working on building 
improvements.  We are blessed, and  
especially we are blessed to have all of you 
working with us.   

Epiphany caught up on prior budget 
shortfalls during the months of November 
and December!  Thanks to you all! 

Susan Hahn 
ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 



 

What is Theater & Theology? Participating  
congregations or individuals have enjoyed a  
special arrangement with the Theater Company of 
the Denver Center for the Performing Arts (DCPA).  
After viewing a performance, we engage cast 
members in a moderated talkback on theological 
issues in the play. We see each of the company’s 
productions at a reduced group price. T&T per-
formances are on Tuesday evenings at 

  Make your reservations as early as  
possible, as seating is limited. Make your 
checks payable to “Rocky Mountain Synod.” 
Please note at the bottom of your check, 
“T&T: (name of play)”. (Once you have 
requested a reservation, you are obligated 
to pay for the ticket, even if you are unable to 
attend the play.) Leave your check with the 
church secretary, Diane Calkins, and your 
tickets will be ordered and ready for pick-up 
AT THE THEATRE by 6:15 pm perfor-
mance night. 

Two Degrees 
Reservation Deadline: Tue., Feb. 14, 2017 
Performance Date: Tue., March 7, 2017 
Ticket Price: $35,  
The Jones at the  
   Denver Center for Performing Arts, 
Emma, a climate change scientist, is invited 
to share her findings at a Senate hearing 
that could define her career and her cause. 
But if she can’t overcome her tumultuous 
inner struggle, her dedication and sacrifices 
may not be enough. 

Come slurp on a bowl of soup this Lent. Why?  
Because we’re family.  And families eat together.  
Families also pray together.  So we’ll come  
together for a time for prayer and reflection, and 

for a meal. Together.  Lenten reflections will focus on Luther and the Catechism. 
But they will be just that – no palm sweating memorization – just quiet, rich time 
for personal reflection.  As Luther often asked, “What does this mean?” So will we.   

Ash Wednesday, March 1, 6:30pm  Worship  
Wednesdays: March 8, 15, 22, 29, and April 5, 6:30pm Worship,  

 Soup to follow 

Happy Hour Chamber 
Concerts 
Friday, February 24, 2017, 6 p.m. 
Epiphany Lutheran Church 

Jubal Fulks: Virtuosic Baroque Violin Plus 
What do compositions for solo violin 
from the Baroque era have in common 
with Steve Reich’s 1967 minimalist work 
for solo violin and looping effects, 
“Violin Phase?” Come find out during 
our Happy Hour Chamber Concert. 

Tickets: $11-$15 

Mark your Calendars:  
Wednesdays in March and April -  

Soup Suppers! 

 February Treasurer’s Report for Manifest 
Happy New Year.  Peace be with you.  And, Thank You. Your giving in November 

and December helped eliminate a financial shortfall. Thank you for maintaining 
your pledged giving or catching up your pledge. Thank you for the special offering 
gifts, assisting with the purchase of the Christmas tree for the sanctuary and  
contributing to the staff gifts.  

There is a very old saying that no budget survives first contact with the fiscal 
year. Epiphany started its fiscal year on July 1 carrying a small deficit but expected 
the problem to begin reversing in September. Weekly giving started falling short in 
May and continued through the summer months. Expenses also tend to go down 
in the summer so this common trend usually is not alarming. As individuals and 
families return to more regular attendance at the close of summer they tend to 
catch up missed offerings and bump up the church’s monthly income. The end-of-
summer upturn missed us this year.  

Just after the congregation passed a balanced budget for 2016/2017 council 
learned Harmony Choir was moving to another venue. Our budget was balanced in 
part because Harmony contributed $400 monthly, $4.800 yearly, to our operating 
income. The decrease in offerings and the loss of Harmony’s contribution created 
a monthly shortfall of $1,200 to $3,000 in income. In addition the deficit grew due 
to over spending each month on expenses. The budget reflects monthly expenses 
of $12,444.11 and monthly income of $11,808.33. The $635.78 difference is to be 
drawn from savings. Council expected and planned for a deficit of $2,534.07 by 
the end of October. Instead, the deficit was $12,533.34.  

November total giving was $19,156.81, exceeding budget by $7,348.48 and 
expenses were $13,922.80, exceeding budget by $1,478.22. December total 
giving was $32,762.38, exceeding budget by $20,954.05 and expenses were 
$12,302.19 which is $141.89 below budget.  

Category  Budgeted   Actual   Difference 
Nov Giving  $11,808.33  $19,156.81  $7,348.48 
Nov Expenses $12,444.08  $13,922.80  ($1,478.22) 
Dec Giving  $11,808.33  $32,762.38  $20,954.05 
Dec Expenses $12,444.08  $12,302.19  $      141.89 

YTD Giving 12/31 $70,850.02  $94,239.22  $23,389.20 
YTD Exp. 12/31 $74,664.59  $81,482.14  ($6,817.55) 

Council expected to pull from savings to balance the 2016/2017 budget creating an 
ongoing deficit. By the end of December the budget was expected to be -$3,814.57. 
Increased giving and special gifts created a surplus of $12,757.08. January is not 
over yet but Sunday offerings remain strong.  In addition, new groups are looking 
at Epiphany as a regular meeting space. Their contributions may not completely 
replace Harmony’s contribution each month but every contribution helps.  

Thank you and Blessings,  
Stacey Appelt, Treasurer   
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COFFEE: 
Gayle Rodgers coordinates 
5   -  John & Andrea Kidd 
12 -  Linda Lange & Tom Corona 
19 -  Judy & George Roth 
26 -   Nita & Judy Molberg 

SUNDAY SCHOOL STAFF: 
Sarah Gall coordinates 
5   -  t:Marji Vasholz;  s:Rusty Morris 
12 -  TBD 
19 -  TBD 
26 -  TBD 

COUNTER: Council coordinates 

5 -  Council Member & Marji Vasholz 
12 - Council Member & John Pughes 
19- Council Member & Siegfried Appelt 
26 -Council Member & Jerry Arnett 

5 

FEBRUARY WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 
Please arrange for  a substi tute if  you are unable to serve on your assigned day and then noti fy  the off ice !  

USHERS/GREETERS: 
Jerry Arnett coordinates 
5   - Jerry Arnett & Siegfried Appelt 
12 - John Pughes & Diane Calkins 
19 - Joan McCracken & Kristin Stork 
26 - Randy & Debbie Johnson 

BREAD AND WINE: 
office coordinates 
5   -  Matt & Marianne Molberg 
12 -  Russ Pierce & Susan Hahn 
19 -  Gayle & Blaine Rodgers 
26 -  Stacey & Siegfried Appelt 

WORSHIP PREPARATION: 
Betty Arnett coordinates 
5   -  Joan McCracken 
12 -  Jerry Arnett 
19 -  Judy Molberg 
26 -  Nita Jean Molberg 

12 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY FRIDAY THURSDAY SATURDAY 

FEBRUARY 2017 

17 13 18 14 16 15 

12 - Noon Bridge 

5:45 - Bible Study 
6:30 - Worship 

 

26 27    28  

9-11- Get Moving 
4-5:30 - RM Aardvarks  

7-9:30 - Colorado 
Historic Bands 

ASSISTING MINISTER: 
office coordinates 
5   -  Gayle Rodgers 
12 -  Susan Hahn 
19 -  Aidan Schlue 
26 -  Martha Moe 

ACOLYTE:  
office coordinates 
5   -  Alex Molberg 
12 -  Eva Schlue 
19 -  Adrianne Appelt 
26 -  Christian Tieberg 

LECTOR: 
Wendy Worley coordinates 
5   -  Dietmar Appelt 
12 -  Tom Corona 
19 -  Susan Hahn 
26 -  Matt Gesualdi 

5:45 - Bible Study 
6:30 - Worship 

 

Epiphany Manifest is the monthly newsletter of  Epiphany Lutheran Church, 790 S. Corona St., Denver, CO 80209 
    ►   303-722-5311     ►   www.epiphanylutheran.net     ►   e-mail: epiphanylutherandenver@gmail.com 

►  Sunday’s Worship: 10:00 am    ►  Wednesday’s Worship: 6:30 pm    ►  Children‘s Sunday School: 10:15-10:45am-September thru May 
Office Hours: M Thru Th: 8 to 1:30pm ►   F: Closed       

 ►   Pastor, Libbie Reinking      ►   Director of Music, Alfred Born      ►   Administrative Assistant, Diane Calkins     ►   Custodian, Diane Morgan 

9-11- Get Moving 
 

7-9 - Musicians of  
St. Clare  

9-10:30 - RM Aardvarks  

 
9-11- Get Moving 

    

4-5:30 - RM Aardvarks  

9 - Choir  
10 - Worship  

10:15-10:45 - Sunday School 
11 - Fellowship  

11:30–  Kid’s Communion 
Event 

FISH:  
Susan Hahn coordinates 

1    ct) Bill West;   dr) Ellen Tieberg  

8    ct) Tari Ensign; dr) Matt Molberg 

15  ct)/ dr) Jerry LaChance  
22  ct)  Erin Cox ;    dr) Jerry Arnett 

9-11 - Get Moving 

6:30 - Council 
7-9 - Musicians of  

St. Clare  
7–  Depression Glass 

4-5:30 - RM Aardvarks  

9-11 - Get Moving 
7-9 - Musicians of  

St. Clare  

9 Choir  
      10 -  Worship  

10:15 - 10:45- Sunday School 
11:15 - Fellowship &  

Adult Forum 

9-10:30 - RM Aardvarks 

 

9 Choir  
      10 -  Worship  

10:15 - 10:45- Sunday School 
11:15 - Fellowship &  

Adult Forum 

9 Choir  
      10 -  Worship  

10:15 - 10:45- Sunday School 
11:15 - Fellowship &  

Adult Forum 

9-11- Get Moving 
 

 

4-5:30 - RM Aardvarks  

5:45 - Bible Study 
6:30 - Worship 

11 - Peg Hunt Memorial 

5:45 - Bible Study 
6:30 - Worship 

9:30 – Leadership 
Development @ 
Pastor Libbie’s 

4-5:30 - RM Aardvarks  

 

4-5:30 - RM Aardvarks  

 

 

4-5:30 - RM Aardvarks  

9-11- Get Moving 
 

7-9 - Musicians of  
St. Clare  

7–  Master Gardeners  

9-10:30 - RM Aardvarks  

9-10:30 - RM Aardvarks  

     9-11- Get Moving 

 

4-5:30 - RM Aardvarks  
7-9:30 - Colorado 

Historic Bands 

President’s Day  
Office Closed 6-8 Happy Hour  

Chamber Concert 
7- Beer Tasting & Hymn 

Along @ Epiphany 


